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MK had c a l l e d the Bureau of Rec lamat i on to ask for the ir da ta .T h e y have done c on s id erab l e s t u d y on the mercury in lake s issuefor M c P h e e , T o t t e n , and N a r r a g u i n n e p . I had not even heard ofthe T o t t e n mercury. W a t e r , f i s h and sediment s a m p l e s have beentaken in the river and in the s e three lake s . T o t t e n andN a r r a g u i n n e p ar e o f f - r i v e r .
Mercury was f o u n d in the f i s h in all three reservoirs, but not inthe f i s h in the Dolore s River above the reservoirs. T h e r e was nomercury in f i s h downstream of M c P h e e . Lake a n a l y s i s was o f f i s hf i l e t s . H e c o u l d n ' t recal l o f f h a n d , b u t h e thought t h e riverf i s h ana ly s i s w a s f o r whole f i s h o r f i l e t s .
A f t e r a l l t h e s a m p l e s t h e y ' v e c o l l e c t e d , th e ir theory i s that t h emercury i s n a t u r a l l y occuring and that i t i sn ' t m e t h y l a t e d andtaken up by the f i s h unt i l it reaches the lake (at l ea s t atM c P h e e ) . At Ridgeway reservoir, where mining and n a t u r a l l yoccuring m e t a l s l o a d i n g could take p l a c e (downs t r eam o f I d a r a d o ) ,they s craped the s u r f a c e down to bedrock b e f o r e cr ea t ing thereservoir and have no prob l ems wi th e l eva t ed concentra t i ons int h e f i s h .
One area of s i g n i f i c a n t m e t a l s l o a d i n g they f o u n d in the ir s t u d ywas the R i c o - A r g e n t i n e area. He mentioned that t a i l i n g s wereused for s tree t cover there , and a f t e r rains there werec o m p l a i n t s o f dy ing yards. M e t a l s l o a d i n g here inc luded mercury.S i l v e r Creek f l o w s down f r o m th e A r g e n t i n e . It i s devoid o faquatic l i f e . Above the mine is clean and there may be l i f e upthere. Rico g e t s i t s water s u p p l y f r o m above the mine.
H e ' l l send t h e r a w da ta t o M K f o r the ir S I . W e bo th hoped i twould r e p l a c e o u r need t o d o f u r t h e r s a m p l i n g f o r t h e M c P h e e S I .
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